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deposition and filed in the official records, concluded as fol-
lows:

"Not a word of testimony was introduced to show that
any act by the United States Navy or Army which could be
deemed interference or anything more than the carrying
out of the policy which the Government has always pursued
of keeping transit across the Isthmus free from disorder."

In later years, after he had retired from the Presidency,
Eoosevelt made several references to his course in secur-
ing the canal at Panama which showed complete confidence
in the justice of his acts. Speaking at Berkeley, California,
on March 23,1911, he said: "I am interested in the Pan-
ama Canal because I started it If I had followed tradi-
tional, conservative methods I should have submitted a dig-
nified state paper of probably two hundred pages to Con-
gress, and the debate on it would be going on yet; but I
took the Canal Zone and let Congress debate and while the
debate goes on the canal does too." The expression "I
took the Canal Zone" aroused much comment and was con-
strued by his critics as an admission that he had used arbi-
trary and unjustifiable methods. That this criticism did
not trouble him at all was shown in the following passage
from an address that he delivered before the National Press
Club in Washington on January 24, 1918:

" Panama declared itself independent and wanted to com-
plete the Panama Canal, and opened negotiations with us.
I had two courses open. I might have taken the matter
under advisement and put it before the Senate, in which
case we should have had a number of most able speeches
on the subject. We would have had a number of very pro-
found arguments, and they would have been going on now,
and the Panama Canal would be in the dim future yet. We
would have had a half century of discussion, and perhaps
the Panama Canal. I preferred we should have the Pan-
ama Canal first and the half century of discussion after-
ward. And now instead of discussing the canal before it
was built, which would have been harmful, they merely dis-